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A Message from the Director of  

4-Year-Old Kindergarten!  

Early Literacy and Language Development are critical learning objectives in our 
Appleton Community 4K curriculum. The variety and size of a child’s vocabulary 
when they enter Kindergarten is a significant predictor in later reading 
development. On average, children will know the meaning of, and be able to use 
when speaking, between 2,500 and 4,500 words by the time they reach 
kindergarten. 

As we strive to provide language rich environments in our 4K classrooms, our 4K 
teachers continue to use methods to support early writing efforts in our play-
based instructional strategies. By incorporating book making and interactive 
writing activities, as well as journals and other techniques, our students are 
provided many opportunities throughout their class, learning about the process 
of writing. Children this age are developmentally at different emerging stages of 
writing development.  Their beginning writing may look like drawings and circles, 
dashes and mock letters. Watch for your child's writing through the year to look 
more like letters and perhaps even reach writing their name by the end of 4K. 

Research shows that when parents include talking, reading and singing as part of 
routine everyday actions, they can help build children’s brains and set them up 
for success in school and beyond. On page 4 of this newsletter you will find our 
Literacy Corner which features several ideas for families to incorporate 
supporting language development in their everyday routines. 

Did You Know? 
According to the Vision Council of America, 80% of all learning in a child’s first 
twelve years of life is obtained through vision. Many children under the age of 
five experience vision difficulties and do not recognize them because they have 
“always seen this way” or because vision changes are often gradual. The 
Appleton Community 4K will be partnering with the Appleton Noon Lions Club to 
offer vision screening for all 4K students in December. While a vision screening is 
not a substitute for a comprehensive eye exam, it can assist in identifying for 
families a need for further evaluation. Please watch for more information and 
parent permission slips to come home with your child. 

Upcoming Events 
• Learning Through Play 

Playgroups sponsored by 
Birth to Five Outreach: join 
on Thursdays each month 
from 9:30-10:30 AM. 
Registration is required, see 
below for more information. 

• Play with Purpose: join on 
Tuesdays each month from 
9:00-10:00 AM or 10:30-
11:30 AM. Registration is 
required, see below for 
more information. 
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Important Dates: 
No School (Conference Compensation)— November 22 
No School (Thanksgiving Break)— November 23 and 24 
No School (Professional Development)— November 27 
No School (Professional Development)— December 11 

Learning 
through 

play, every 
student, 

every day! 



One of the important social emotional skills that children in 4K are learning and 
practicing is problem solving. The problem solving boy and girl visual is used to 
prompt children to solve their problems using the following steps.  

 

 

 

Step 1: Identify the problem. 

Step 2: Think of solutions. 

Step 3: Consider the consequences... 

Step 4: Give it a try! 

The problem solving process is taught and 
modeled with children in 4K. They can practice 
and use the Solution Cards as they interact 
with others during their play or work time. 
Children are encouraged to solve their own 
problems and are continually guided and 
supported by an adult throughout the learning 
process. Some of the solution choices are ask 
nicely, share, take turns, say "please stop," 
play together, ignore, say "please," get a 
timer, and get a teacher. You can encourage 
your child(ren) to solve the problems they 
encounter at home by using and practicing 
these strategies. Problem solving can be a 
difficult task for children. However, when they 
are taught and supported, it is an important 
skill that they will be able to use for the rest of 
their lives. 

 

Visit the NCPMI website to find the “We Can Be Problem Solvers at Home”  Book: 

https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/ 

Solution Cards available to all 
students in 4K. 

https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/
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Appleton Community 4K Literacy Corner—November 

 

Building Your Child’s Vocabulary 

 

Reading aloud and discussing stories with your child are two great ways to build your 
child’s vocabulary. When picking a book to read aloud, read it first yourself, noting any 
words that might be new to your child. Always consider the words your child already 
knows. A book should not have too many new words and it helps if the pictures support 
the vocabulary in the story. 

 

Reading the same book multiple times helps your child become more and more familiar 
with the new vocabulary and therefore more likely that they will use the new words during 
conversations. 

 

Poems and songs are very appealing to young children and aid in their ability to remember 
and use some of the language in everyday talk. 

 

Along with reading aloud, be sure to use new vocabulary words while having meaningful 
conversations about topics that interest your child. 

 

“Knowledgeable teachers recognize the value of expanding children's 

vocabulary in the course of studying topics of interest, and by reading 

aloud high-quality books with rich vocabulary.” 

-Heather Biggar Tomlinson and Marilou Hyson- 

 

This Month's Book Recommendations Focus on Cumulative 

Stories and Rhymes: 

Silly Sally by Audrey Wood 

Let’s Go Visiting by Sue Williams 

Good Night Owl by Pat Hutchins 

The House in the Night by Marie Susan Swanson 








